Juvenile respiratory papillomatosis: acyclovir reassessed.
Four patients with aggressive respiratory papillomatosis have been treated with oral Acyclovir as adjuvant therapy while continuing to undergo regular endoscopy and laser treatment to the lesions. The duration of Acyclovir administration ranged from 2 weeks to 3 months. Two patients had papillomatosis confined to the larynx and two in addition had disease in the lower respiratory tract. One of the four patients had less aggressive disease during the treatment period. Acyclovir does not appear to significantly influence respiratory papillomatosis. Acyclovir's activity is dependent upon the presence of virally encoded thymidine kinase. This enzyme is not known to be encoded by papilloma viruses. Acyclovir is not recommended in the treatment of juvenile respiratory papillomatosis.